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Greetings to all from the PA MEDI staff. The change of seasons from summer to fall signals the onset of the Medi-
care Annual Open Enroliment Period (AEP). Like most everyone, we are unhappy to be at this point already.

With the autumn season comes the deluge of mailings and phone calls related to Medicare drug plans and Medi-
care Advantage plans. The AEP begins October 15™ and runs to December 7". We encourage everyone to pay
attention to the information received from your current plan, whether it is a “stand alone" drug plan or an Advantage
plan, which includes both health and drug coverage. Premiums for plans will likely increase; many times we have
seen a consumer’s current plan increase, concurrent with the introduction of a lower cost plan to atiract new con-
sumers.

The cost of a plan premium does not determine how good the plan is. The best plan for each beneficiary is dictat-
ed by your medications. Staff enters your medications at the Medicare “Plan Finder” website and provides details
on the most cost-effective plan for each consumer. The website also gives information on the cost of the medica-
tion during each phase of the Medicare structure, availability on the plan's formulary, and pharmacy information.
We rarely see a pharmacy that is not in network, but costs vary according to “standard” or “preferred” sites. Again,
the outcome is determined by the consumer’'s medications. Advantage plans undergo these changes as well and
the health coverage portion is subject to a wide variety of copays. Providers can choose to not participate with cer-
tain companies, and, if so, that would cause a consumer to incur an “out-of-network” increase.

For those who have a traditional supplement, such as Plan G, Plan N, etc., no changes occur except for the yearly
premium increase due to a consumer's increased age. “New to Medicare” recipients are eligible to purchase a
supplement plan without health questions (aka Guaranteed Issue), however when changing supplement plans,
whether for lower premiums or more or less coverage, consumers are subject to health questions. The answers
will determine acceptance, denial or a higher Tier 2 premium cost.

Pennsylvania's Pharmaceutical Assistance Contract for the Elderly (PACE) cardholders will receive a letter stating
what course of action to follow. Most PACE participants have a Part D “Partner Plan” that coordinates with the
state-operated program funded by the PA lottery. This past year's partners were Silver Script Choice and Well-
care. PACE will inform you of the plan that's best for you and if you agree, (which you should), you will not have to
do anything. PACE staff will take care of any changes. Please remember to note what plan you will be in.

For questions or appointments, please call for PAMEDI assistance in Honesdale - 570-253-4262 or Lu in Hawley-
570-226-4209. You can also go online to Medicare.gov or call Medicare at 1-800-633-4227.
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To make a reservation, please call the center
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Rolling into a town near you!

Location Schedule:

2nd Thursday from 2-3:30pm at
Hawley Senior Center, Hawley, PA

2nd Friday from 10am to 12pm at
Moravian Church, Newfoundland, PA

3rd Tuesday from 3-5pm at the
Honesdale Borough Pool, Honesdale, PA
(July and Aug only; rain locatiornn - YAMCA)

3rd Wednesday from 12:30-2pm at
Northern Wayvne Family Health Center, Lake Como, PA

4th Thursday from 1-3pm at
Honesdale Senior Center, Honesdale, PA

4th Friday from 10am to 1Z2pm at
Hamlin Heights, Lake Ariel, PA

Accepted Forms Contact Info:

of Payment: Laurel Burns, Mobile Market Manager

Cash, credit

SNAP, NEAR Cash T =T RS X
laurel@thecooperageproject.org

Follow us on Facebook ~
and Instagram at: The Cooperage Project

Northern Poconos 1030 Main Street, Honesdale PA 18431
Mobile Market thecooperageproject.org

This project was financed in part by a grant from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Department of Community and Economic Development, and the wWilliam E. Chatlos Foundation.




